SPECIAL MEETING   

NOVEMBER 21, 2022

The River Grove Public Library District
SPECIAL MEETING
NOVEMBER 21, 2022
CALL TO ORDER: 
President Conway called the meeting to order at 6:02 p.m.

Roll:

Mr. McManus

Present

Ms. Angelico


Absent
Mr. Prokop


Present


Ms. Carvajal


Absent

Ms. Asbury


Present

Ms. Mazza


Present








Mr. Conway


Present






Record Shows:

5 Present, 1 Absent 

Also Present:


Kendall Harvey, Director 

The special meeting was called to order to discuss 2019 library trustee election cycle.

Mr. McManus was appointed in 2017 and then ran for trustee in 2019 and was placed on the ballot for a 6-year term instead of a 4-year term.  Ms. Toula Anastos made that error to the Cook County Clerk’s Office which she discovered back in September
Ms. Anastos joined the meeting at around 6:05 pm.

Ms. Anastos spoke with Colleen at the Cook County Clerk’s Office and was informed to contact our attorney on how to correct this issue. We, then, contacted our attorney, Ken Fricker, who informed us that Mr. McManus should run for re-election in 2023, since that would have been his turn. Mr. Conway also spoke with the Board of Elections who also agreed with our attorney. Unfortunately, statutorily there is no real remedy here other than what our attorney advised us to do.
Mr. McManus retained an attorney, Anish Parikh, with Parikh Law Group LLC. Mr. McManus retained the attorney by suggestion from Mr. Conway.  Mr. McManus reviewed all of the files at the Clerk’s Office and all stated that he was elected for a 6-year term and is to run again in 2025.  He relayed this message to Mr. Conway.  Mr. McManus brought to attention that Ms. Anastos made a massive error back in 2019 and filed with the Board of Elections an Official Certificate of Ballot that all 3 candidates were FULL 6-YEAR TERMS.  Therefore, Mr. McManus feels he is being politically targeted for someone else’s mistake and should honor the people’s vote and complete his 6-year term that he was elected for.  Mr. McManus objects to having to run again in 2023 and believes by doing so we would be putting the library at liability. He also feels that there is no justification for him to be solely named for this mess. 

Mr. McManus also spoke to the Clerk’s Office and other attorneys, who told him that this situation has happened before and you let all 3 seats run the course of there term elected and correct it at the 2025 election, and at that time one of the 3 seats will be re-assigned to the proper election cycle. Because there are 2 options presented on how to correct this matter Mr. McManus feels that we should get a third opinion from an elections lawyer.
Ms. Harvey read the letter that was received on October 24th via email by our attorney and said that Mr. McManus was copied on the letter, which he claimed, he didn’t receive it and would like to get copies of the emails. Discussion began on how to correct the matter.  Mr. Prokop suggested that we allow all three of the 6-year terms run out and in 2025 we then would make one of those positions a 4-year term. Mr. Conway had no objection in doing this and suggested this of our attorney. Therefore, he feels that we would be going against our one legal advice and said that we had fiduciary responsibility to follow the act.  Mr. Conway also noted that if Mr. McManus wanted to get a third opinion he is welcome to do so.  Mr. Prokop, then suggested that we bring this issue to the Attorney General’s Office to see what the Head Librarian of the State recommends. More Discussion occurred.  Mr. McManus suggested that we contact Burt Odelson, who is an Illinois constitutional and election lawyer, for the third opinion.  Mr. Conway noted that Mr. McManus is welcome to do so if he chooses. Mr. McManus believes the library should retain Mr. Odelson because it was the library staff who made the mistake.
Mr. Conway again stressed that he is not comfortable going against our attorney and if Mr. McManus were to state he is going to run, he would sign his petition and would vote for him. He also told Mr. McManus that we would look into this and suggested that Mr. McManus do so too and contact the State Board of Elections. Ms. Mazza suggested that we correct this matter the easiest way possible.  
After much discussion, Mr. McManus’s attorney is speaking with the Library’s attorney and the board concluded that they will let the attorneys address this matter and let us know what to do.  

Ms. Asbury noted for the record that she thinks Mr. McManus is a wonderful trustee and wouldn’t want to lose him and is sorry that this is happening to him. Ms. Mazza and Mr. Conway agreed with Ms. Asbury’s comment.

Mr. McManus is again requesting to avoid legal litigation and violation of my rights and others, that we go to an election attorney to have him review everything and get a quick response.  Ms. Asbury asked Mr. McManus, if we were to get this third opinion and he came back to us saying that Mr. McManus would have to run, Would he?  Mr. McManus replied with a yes and would not contest, knowing he was an outside opinion.

Mr. McManus motioned to table the discussion until we hear from what the attorneys conclude.

Mr. Conway seconds.

Record Shows:
All Ayes

Motion Carries.  

Ms. Mazza motioned to adjourn.
Ms. Asbury suggested that Toula give her side of the story.  Toula stated that the board pretty much said it all and that she did not make the error with any malice in mind. 

Ms. Asbury second the motion to adjourn at 6:46 pm.

Record Shows:
All Ayes

Motion Carries.

Respectfully Submitted,
Kim Asbury
Board Secretary
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